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It’s 2045, Phoenix Arizona USA, and the world has barely changed. 10th grader Israel Reyes is 

on a field trip in La Pradera Park to think of where would be best to put an agrivoltaics garden 

and solar panels and why for an assigned project. An idea that’s been thought of since 2021. 

However, this idea has been denied by the caretakers of the park many times. Israel likes this 

idea and hopes that one day, starting with La Pradera Park, he would inspire others and be the 

one to start the change in the world to use renewable energy instead of relying on fossil fuels 

which are not renewable and harms many factors of the world’s environment. Israel wants to be 

remembered for something as great as this. His biggest inspiration is a quote by Desmond 

Doss, “With the world so set on tearing itself apart, it don’t seem like such a bad thing to me to 

wanna put a little bit of it back together.” -Desmond Doss. Israel and his friends who were in his 

group project came up with the idea of putting an agrivoltaics garden in the northwest corner of 

the park because that area has the least trees and the land there isn’t being used for anything. 

Israel is determined to reach His goal. However, he lacks the funding, the experience, the 

permission, and the material. So later that day in school, he asks the principal for a fundraiser 

so that the school can buy the materials for the solar panels in hopes for approval and support. 

 

            “Sorry...it would only be a waste of time unless we had approval from the park land 

owners”, said the principal. She was right; without the approval of the caretakers, the money 

raised wouldn’t be used for the idea. The principal did however agree to ask for permission one 

last time. A few days later, the principal called Israel to the office to talk to him. “Sorry...it’s been 

denied again” she said. “Did they tell you why?” Israel asked. She responded, “After so many 

rejections, I was curious, so I asked. They said they simply didn’t want anything else on the park 

and that the park was fine as it is.” Israel didn’t quit, he knew the benefits that an agrivoltaics 

garden would have to the community outweighs the simple reason that it’s a change. The idea 

of solar panels producing lots of energy with the help of the moisture of plants while also 

growing Healthy crops are such a successful discovery, especially for the homeless. Israel 

wanted this idea to work to improve the lives of the homeless. His father was once living that 

life, a life in need. Israel heard many stories and difficulties his father faced while being poor, he 

doesn't want anyone else to suffer like that. A local garden in the local garden would assist the 

homeless well. However, there was bad news waiting for him at home.  

 

          Later that evening when Israel had arrived home, his younger brother, Noah, greeted him 

first. “Hey, mum and dad want to talk with us”. “What is it?” Israel asked. “I don’t know.” 

Responses Noah. Israel and Noah went to the kitchen where his parents were talking. “Mum? 

Dad? You wanted to talk with us?”. “Hey kids. Yeah, listen…”. Israel’s parents explained to him 

that they were struggling more than ever now. Israel’s father worked in gardening and general 

maintenance on plants and made his own small company. Recently, many of his clients have 

been scamming him by starting services, asking for work to be done, and then cutting services 

and any possible way of contact without paying. Once they cut services, Israel’s father’s 

business has nothing to do with the client’s business which is why the police won’t do anything 

about it. Israel’s father needs more clients to have more work and get paid more but he can’t 

risk starting services and then losing time and money again. Israel’s parents asked both their 



children to find a part time job to work on the weekends to support the family. Israel’s father 

doesn't want to go back to the way he once lived, especially not with his family. Both Israel and 

Noah agree. After that day, Israel completely forgot about his goal, he wanted to support his 

family now. Luckily, one of Israel’s best high school friend has an uncle who owns a farm. Since 

Israel and Noah often go to work with their father, they have a pretty good understanding of how 

to keep maintenance on plants. Israel tells his friend his family’s situation, his friend tells his 

parents, and his parents tell his uncle who would like to take them to work part time on the 

weekends. Israel couldn’t thank his friend enough.  

 

            A month later, Israel’s family is doing much better. Israel and Noah are getting paid well 

and their father has more trustworthy clients. And the school Israel goes to installed some solar 

panels in some parts of the school. This reminded Israel of the goal he once had. And now he’s 

more determined than ever to reach it. He wanted to pass down the kindness and helpfulness 

his friend and his friend’s uncle had shown his family. Even though his family was struggling, 

they still had food and shelter to live off of, and Israel wants to help those who have hardly 

anything. One day, Israel talks to the principal, “what if we bought some of the park’s land?” 

Asked Israel. “How much? And what for?” Asked the principal. “Not much, maybe the northwest 

corner. A 30ft by 60ft rectangle.” Israel responded. “That’s quite a bit. Are you sure you want to 

do this? I heard your family is struggling. You should focus on school and supporting your 

family”, said the principal. “YES, I can do this and support my family and focus on school”, Israel 

strongly stated. But he knew deep down it would take a lot of effort and time. He managed to 

convince the principal to ask the offer of buying some land to the park owners with the promise 

that he would organize a fundraiser. The principal also agreed that if this works, they would 

supply the panels. The next day, the principal told Israel that the land has a pretty hefty price, 

$900. But Israel believes he can reach it. Israel needed help. He couldn’t do this all on his own 

no matter how uncomfortable he felt with working with people other than his friends. Some 

teachers and students from higher grades who were interested helped Israel organize a water 

balloon fight. Water balloons were fairly cheap since it was the middle of spring. Those who paid 

could participate in the fight for the last two hours of school.  

 

          This helped the school raise up to $1,050. Some for the land and the rest for the crops. 

And after so many years of refusal, the caretakers of La Pradera Park finally approved of the 

project of the agrivoltaics garden. Seeds for the plants were bought with the $150 that was left 

of $1,050. The tools to plant were borrowed by the students who donated. Israel helped to plant 

and the school installed the solar panels. Carrots, tomatoes, chards, and peppers were planted 

since they grow best in shade. The crops harvested by Israel and other volunteers were 

donated to those in need. The solar panels charge the batteries in the lamp posts and are 

switched on when it gets dark. The park grew in popularity, other park caretakers saw this and 

decided to make an agrivoltaics garden of their own. Soon, every park in Arizona would have an 

agrivoltaics garden. This gave people job opportunities, food, and more renewable energy. More 

than a quarter of Arizona’s energy comes from solar now. The school thanked the park owners 

of La Pradera Park for being so patient with them. And the school grew in popularity as well. All 

of this thanks to Israel and his companions, who will be remembered in the school for their 

perseverance. 

 

The End 


